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. TO OUB VOLUMTABY AOBXTf.
. ,Miiv of oar friend* assured as that, on the

c: er.iug of the spring, or towards March, they
would be able to renew their efforts for sob

I«ir.b*rs, with better hope of success. May we

remind them of this ? Hu not the time nearly
come? New subscribers will just be in time
to begin with the opening of the proceedings
on the Lecompton bill,

f.
THE EX.A FOUR MOUTHS FOR FIFTY CXHT8.

We have not heretofore encouraged subscriptionsto the Era for leas than a year, but the
e'&'e of political affairs which for the next few
months promises to be of peculiar interest to

every friend of Freedom, and the hope of
greatly enlarging the Era's circle of readers,
that the people may be prepared to vote underntandinglyat the approaching fall elections, for
the men who are to represent them in the next

Congress, induce us to offer the Era on the
following terms :

Ten copies for four months, beginning March
1st, Jive dollars in advance.

This will afford an opportunity to our friends
to give the Era a wide circulation, and also
enable those subscribers who have been compeil-dto discontinue their subscriptions on

account of the " hard times/' to continue at a

small advance of money.
We accompany this offer with the expression

of our earnest hope that, where it is practicable,subscriptions will be sent in for a year.

Personal Controversies..During the
week, the letter-writers have been able to enliventheir correspondence with accounts of severalpersonal controversies.

Mr. Cullom, Clerk of the last House, and Mr.
Clay, member of the present, had some words
at Brown'* Hotel, came to blow*, exchanged
cards, met at Bladensburg, shot at each other

once, and, Mr. Cnllom being wounded severely
in the arm, both were satisfied. Both they
and their seconds have committed a penitentiaryoffence, according to the laws of the District.So rans the report. We do not vouch
for it.
-Col. Sumner, feeling himself aggrieved by

something that had transpired in his intercoorse
with General Harvey, sent him a challenge. It
is stated that the General declined on account
of considerations connected with his rank, and
laid the correspondence before the War Department.Both have since left the city, but one,
it is said, ha/, gone to the North, the other, to
the South.

Lieutenant Rhind, of the navy, challenged
Ccmmodoro Boutwell, and, receiving a refusal,
posted him as a coward ; whereupon he was

arreted, and held to bail to keep the peace.
Lieutenants Williams and Bell had a fight

at Willard's, were separated; a challenge
passed, and was not accepted ; further we know
not.

B. side these interesting events, there have
been several pugilistic exhibitions.
One might suppose that the President, in the

pr< sent belligerent state of things, might have
the Mormon rebellion suppressed by contract.
He would bed any number of bidders.
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TUESDAY IE COHGRESS.

In the Senate, the resolutions of the Legislatureof Tennessee, instructing Senator Bell to
vote for the Lecompton Constitution, were prean

eloquent speech in defence of his course in
the Senate. His colleague, Senator Johnson,
replied to him at somo length. Mr. Bell claimedto know as much of the sentiments of the
People of his State, as did the men who passed
the resolution instructing him how to vote, and
he announced his purpose to disregard those
instructions. It was a bold and spirited speech.

In the House, the consideration of Mr. Hoard's
resolution was postponed till Wednesday, and
the Indian appropriation bill was taken up, the
House resolving itself into the Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union. Mr. Morris,
of Illinois, an Anti Lecompton Democrat, made
an excellent speech against the Lecompton
movement, and exposed its eminently disastrous
consequences to the Democratic party.

POST OFFICE BOBBERY.
The case of the young man, who was arrested

in this city a few weeks for the robbery of lettersin the City Poet Office, in which he was

employed at a clerk, is quite suggestive. 1
He belongs, it is said, to a highly-respectable t

family in Virginia, where, we suppose, he might
have lived creditably to himself and his parents, 1
had he been trained to a respectable trade or '

j profession. His clerkship here exposed him to ^seductive associations; he became a frequenter '

of the gambling hells upon the Avenue, a gen- 1
tleman of fashion and extravagance. Such a 1

life required more money than he could earn ;
c

but money he must have. Piles of letters lay Jbefore him, and he had learned to distinguish e
those of value. He laid hands from time to i
time on Euch as he pleased, purloined the con- *
tents, and, after he had ventured so far as he '

I* thought prudent, resigned, trusting that he had ,jjj «scaped all danger of detection. But, the pur- ]
uers were ou his track.he was suddenly ar- <

rested, the crime was fastened npon him, and J
Nhe confessed his guilt. '

What followed? He was held to bail in the \*. turn of $6,000, and is now at large. Nobody ]
apposes that be will ever appear for trial. His

be'I will be forfeited in all probability, and we

! doubt whether any vigorous measures will be
taken to collect the money on his bail bond.
Meantime, the robbery goes unpunished.and
those who have been robbed must make no

thier mind* to no redress. The Government, in
its administration of the Post Office, is practicallylenient to rogues, and reckless of the in- \
terests of honest men. Oar own loss by this ,
robbery we hare already ascertained to be orer
four hundred dollars, bat, should the $6,000
amount of bail forfeited, be collected, we shall
not be a whit better off; nobody who has lost
by the robbery will receire a cent of it. The
whole amount, we suppose, will go to the Goreminent.The Government lets the criminal
off, makes money by the operation, and the only

I loser is the citizen who has trusted his interests
to its keeping. During our career as an editor,
we hare lost, by post office robberies, that is,
through the criminality of persona employed by
the Federal Government, some thousands of
dollars; in many cases, the robbers hare been
detected, sometimes let off on bail, sometimes
committed and incarcerated, but in no ease hare
we been so fortunate as to receire e single dollar.Our experience is but that of other pab.
litbert and business men. How wisely and
beneficently the Law provides for the protection
of the citizens I

_____

$9" We hare received a copy of a sermon

preached in the House of Representatives, by
Rev. Geo. W. Bassett, pastor of the CongregationalChurch in Washington. It is published
by request, and is an able exposition of ths
text, (1 Kings, ii, 2,) u show thyself a man."
Its author preaches regularly in the CongregationalCharJi in this city.

THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MEN.

As an editor, in the habit of using consider-
able freedom of speech, we shall hardly be suspectedof a willingness to concede a single right
of the Press. Public men are public property;
their acts aud words are legitimate subjects of
comment and criticism. The Press can do
much to increase or diminish their influence.
much to strengthen or weaken their position in
the confidence of the People. It overlooks at
times its own power in these respects. It may
not consider how much mischief may be done
by a hasty report, a thoughtless imputation, an

uncorrected error.
When a hostile press assails a statesman, nobodyis surprised.we are on our guard, and

are quick to detect the prejudice or party feelingwhich dictates and colors the attack. But,
when a man is wounded in the house of his
friends, the impression goes abroad that an offencewhich can oonstr&in Friendship to strike
the blow, most be indeed a grievous one.

The truth is, Human Nature is apt to be intolerant,and Human Nature has a good deal
to do with the issues of the Press. Is it not

true, also, that the masses of the People are

more ready to believe evil than good of their
public men? It may be, because they have
been so often deceived, or because they have
been trained in the doctrine of total depravity :

bat, whatever the cause, confidence is a plant
of slow growth, and, when grown, bo frail, as

to be easily blighted.
The Republican Press, especially that of

New York, seems to watch the conduct of Republicanleaders in Congress with a jealousy so

extreme as almost to exclude a generous confidence.It does not always await full and authenticreports of their doings, but should
their words or votes, as announced hurriedly by
the telegraph, seem not exactly right, it is
quite possible that the next morning's leader
may be a serious discourse on their lamentably
wrong position. Men who are engaged in a
m-Aot ofmrrnrlA fni* A crront nKiaof onrrkt f/\ ko a

- ft6 » v"j""1 t»

little forbearing towards one another.watch
over each other for good.tolerate opinions not
at war with the Idea that combines them for a

single purpose.overlook eccentricities ofmovementnot incompatible with the achievement of
this purpose.beware of exalting every point of
difference into a question of overshadowing importance,raising issues calculated to divide and
embarrass.
We had occasion, more than a year ago, to

vindicate Mr. Hale against a severe, an nnj ustiliableassault, made by a Republican paper in
New York, the editor of which now is better
prepared to do justice to the devotion which
that Senator has uniformly manifested to the
rights of mankind, since he took his position
on the Texas qnestion in 1845. Oerrit Smith
refused when in Congress to join in a struggle
of endurance against a measure pressed by a

majority, and the insufficient reasons heassigned
for it, were made the subject of extended and
severe comment by Republican papers, carried
to such an extent as to raise doubt in some
minds of his Anti-Slavery fidelity. What an

absurdity 1 It was proper to dissent from his
conduct, and expose the insufficiency of the
plea on which it was justified, but why pursue
him as if he had committed a grave error?
A short time ago, a miserable story about

money lent to Mr. Banks, told in such a way as

to convey the impression that his action while
Speaker in regard to the Tariff had been influencedby it, was published in a New York Republicanpaper, which previouslv had shown no

particular good will to that gentleman. There
was not a particle of truth in it, as was subse-
quently shown, a-.d it ought never to have ap-
peared in a Republican paper.
_a5th«.S.exi.

,Post of New York have elaborate articles
upon him, to say nothing of shorter paragraphs,
which, without any such intention on their
part, are impressing some minds with the idea
that he has either fallen, or is about falling,
like Daniel Webster. If we did not know him
to beju6twhat he has always been since he .

stood out from his Party in New York, as Governorof that State, stating and vindicating, in
fcts correspondence with the Governor of Virginia,the Principles on which the Anti Slavery
movement rests; to stand just Jwhere he has 1

always stood since that time, a supporter of those
principles.we should infer from the newspaper
comments upon him, that he had at last aposta
tized and done work meet to be praised by the
Pro Slavery Party. One says he has renounced
allegiance to the Republican Party; another,
that he announces that the battle between Fiee- t3om and Slavery is over ; another, that he is in
favor of a permanent augmentation ofthe stand- ,

ng army; another, that he has given up
Kansas, and so on. To show the effect of this .

lewspapsr criticism, we quote the following: a
William H. Seward, through bis able de- d

ences of Freedom and the belief in his faith- ^ulness to the rights of the freemen of Kansas, ,

vas elected Senator ; and for no other reason
>btained the true Democratic votes of New '
fork, and without which he could not have e
>een elected. My determination is, as far as r
ny study of sixty years will enable m®, with

) .«--» « - v
ICTU1CU HDWUIU1UCH HJ JJIUUIUIB I lie II DPI"!J Ot
ny country and trae Democratic principles, ^
>ut I advocated and supported him, notwith- h
itanding his profnsion in the application of r
>ublic money by bis votes ; but W. H. Seward,laving failed in his devotion to the freedom of
Kansas, thereby the perpetuity of our liberties,
;an never again obtain my support, nor that, I 1
will venture to say, of the Slate tha' sent him. a
If I were in our State Senate, I should advo:ateto instruct him to vote against the in- ^urease of the army, as we have enough already,if the bayonets against Freedom were with *
drawn from Kansas. Webster, through his C
ambition, was slain ; W. H. Seward for, what p[ will not now say. As the honor of Massa- Qchusetts was tarnished by Daniel Webster, so
is that of New York by W. H. Seward, men 8

of (hardly) equalled talents in their several
Slates. Woe to men of great talents with t
greater vices. A Democrat. au P. 8..To the National Era."

,

Now, if our friend could have had something pbeside the telegraphic reports and newspaper p
discourses to judge from, he would not have p
been so hasty. Had he been in possession of s
the files of the Congressional Globe, contain- t
ing an authentic repiort of all that Mr. Seward «
has said and done about the army bill, he ^
would not have written the foregoing comma- c
nication. 1
We rarely in the Era signalise or praise in- t

dividuals, whatever may be our opinion of <
them. Panegyric is not to our taste, nor shall <
we indulge in it now. But, it is sheer folly to t
suppose that Mr. Seward has changed his character,his purpioses, or his policy. He is just
as true to the cause of Freedom tn-dav. «j» Kp
has ever been. He does not advocate a per- <
manent increase of the standing army. He
has not said that the battle between Freedom
and Slavery is over. He has not renounced (allegiance to the Republican Party. He has
not given up to Kansas.
We assert all this, after having read the debatesand proceedings of the Senate, and we

donbt not every Senator knows that the statementis true. He holds that it is the duty of the
Chief Executive to maintain the Federal authorityin Utah by suppressing rebellion. So
do we. He holds that the force ought to be so

large as to show the Mormons that there is no
hope of successful resistance, whereby bloodshedmight be prevented. So do we. He
holds that to secure such a force it is necessary
to raise additional regiments, either volunteers

anas.
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or regulars, which, however, he insists t> ast be
discharged at the end of tiro years, or^t the
termination of the difficn|;y. Here w; / differ
from him, and so do many of the Rep blican
Senators who are opposed to any inct ase of
the army whatsoever. We agree wit them
heartily. Bat, we ask the reader, t jat is
there in this difference of opinion, to m ke W.
H. Seward a traitor to the cause of F; edom,
whi e oar fidelity puses unquestioned^ It is
this minor matter which has been exalt. K into
so much consequence by the Press, thy^nnder
its towering magnitude all the services snder-
ed by Mr. Seward to the cause of Freed. -m are

to be dwarfed into insignificance.
As to his renunciation of allegiance jto the

Republican Party, it amounts to just ti ft-. As
a statesman, as a Senator from New 1 jrk, in
determining how he shall discharge hie (uties,
he recognises his allegiance to Ood : id his
country, not to any party. And we say 'hat is

right. If he did not so act, he would ^ot deserveto be called a Republican.
What he said about the battle being jtided,

referred to the great straggle for eqni brium
in the Senate. That he regarded as Ireadv
fought. The free States already have a majorityof two in that body. Bring in Kan 4s and
Minnesota, even forcing the infernal Iv*comptonfraud through Congress, and still tl equilibriumis not restored.tbe free Stati have
yet the majority. But, whatever disposi ^>n the
Administration may be able to make «of the
Lecompton Constitution, Kansas is inimitably
free. Such we understand to be his p sition.
All this, however, he regards not as th battle
of Freedom, but as preliminary and subw iinate.
We need hardly say, that we write if m our

own prompting alone. It is not well to mpair
the influence of men true to the great i^ eresta
cf Freedom, and with large powers to p omote
them. As to Mr. Seward's theory of ) riitics,
or system ot policy, as it attects the *nciai
affairs of the nation, we do not believ, -in it.
Our theory, we presume, is precisely th >opposite,so that we shall not be accused of bias
in our attempt to correct the misappreh* isions
of seme in regard to his position.

In relation specially to the new reg nents
demanded for the Utah rebellion, we wo Id not
vote a man to aid the Administration,' If it
will do its duty, it can relieve Colonel Jol ison's
command without any action by Congrt a. If
it fail to do it, and American soldiers t .<1 victimsto Mormon fanaticism, their blood t upon
the head of James Buchanan 1 Look at ^ .e tabularofficial statement of the army in Ky^as.
2,500 men ! What business have they ,here?
What right has James Buchanan to ke^ them
there ? If Colonel Johnson is in danger* whose
fault is it? The fault of James Buc anan,
who sent him out too late in the seast », and
would not spare him troops enough, %ving
need of Federal bayonets to force upon t; e free
men of Kansas a hateful Constitution. Two
thousand soldiers despatched from Kai las at
the earliest opening of the season wool# fully
relieve Colonel Johnson, and give him >mple
force for all purposes. But, no 1 the Pr. >ident
must needs dragoon American citizens i Kansasinto obedience to his will, and so asl Congressto furnish him additional troops t send
to Utah. Not a head should he have y our

vote; but should evil come to the at ly in
Utah, from its weakness, he would <J>aerve
impeachment.

CLERK8HIPS IN WASHINGTON.'
With every new Congress, adventurers warm

here in quest of clerkships. What ther is in
a Government clerkship so attractive, a cannotunderstand, unless it be little wot y and
Bure pay. As a general rule, no bra; s are

needed.nothing bat a tolerably fair p<f man-

six hours. For these high attributes, t man

may receive ten or fifteen hundred c tllare.
This is something for a lazy man, witho t ambition; but what an occupation for ot who
baa any thought beyond the animal. *
We presume every member of Cong ess is

beset with applicants from the "rur^i districts".hisprecious constituents have' leverjndingclaims upon him. Let bat a p jitical
association be started here, and if there s any
petty pay office attached to it, every n. tmber
me his special candidate, whose claims tre at
least equal to anybody's.
People wonder sometimes that so m ny of

,he Standing Committees in Congress hould
lecd clerks. It is not always the Con- nittee
hat needs a clerk, bat the constituent o> friend
>f a member that needs a clerkship The
vants of the Public Service are sOmetip js deerminedby the demands of Private Int. rest.
Not long since, a member from the \\ >st inroluceda bill proposing to equalize tb Fedtralpatronage in relation to clerkBhips,'Sy ap>ortioniugit accordiug to the Federal repreentatiouamong the several States. >s, Inlianashould be entitled to furnish cle ts for

he bureaus in Washington, according *o her
federal population, and so the other States,
'he great object was, to give all the Sta es au

qual share. So every year, each Democratic
cpresentative (supposing the Admini* ration
o be Democratic) was to carry to the W. thingonmarket so many of his dear constitu* nts in
is trairft to be initiated in the snblime nyste-
ies of Government clerking ; and, wheN a dis- 1
rict chanced to send an opposition m mber,
hen we suppose the orthodox were to vhooseh# requisite number from among the t ithful,
,nd send them od. 1
The general proposition met with fay »r, we

lilieve, and, if we mistake not, it was r< erred,
t will ba observed that tye business^ jf the
overameat is regarded simply as a mi ter of
idtronage. The trilling considerations ? econmy,fitaeis, and efficiency) are .left >ut of

4 !
Now, to parents in the States who hay,.sonso dispose of, we would Bay, keep them at iome,

,cd give them an honest trade or profes^ ? , in
rhich they can earn an independent jving,irodnce something of value, and develop what
towers God has given them. Washing! '.n is a
>oor place for a yonng man of ent^ri* , jost
tarting in life. In any of the States or" Memories,you have a wider and safer field ft your
inergies than you can find here. What. «o yon
vant with a clerkship ? It may yield y u ten
>r fifteen hundred a year.what else^ You
lave no chance of rising. A clerkship js not
he road to political preferment, nor a you
jalcalate on permanent employment. Every
jhange of Administration is full of peril jo you,
io that you can have no settled plans oi life.
Nor can you find fall and'satisfactoryyploymentfor soul and body. In the disch rge of

four duties, you act as a machine; at i'ie end
of your six hoars' task, you have neithe ideas
nor a taste for them, and, in your vat iity of
mind, and longing for excitement, shot d von

escape the gaming table or drunkard's ialoon,
give special thanks to your Maker for extraordinarydeliverance. V

Holding yonr appointment as a m iter of
party favor, that may at any moment I . withdrawn.The merchant employs yon ecause
he needs you, because you can render je servicehe requires. You are independe. t.you
give value for value.the tie between you is
that, not of patronage, but interest. Y. p. may
hold what opinions you please, and a vocato
them too, provided you do faithfully a !at you
have agreed to do. But, a clerk under if Government,you are a dependant.not en *loyed,because you are fitted for your work, or ecauie
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the Government needa you, but on the strength
of influences growing out of Party. You are a

dependant, and &3 such have lost a part of your
freedom. Eyes are watching you to see what
you read, ears, listening to hear what you say,
tongues, ready to bear testimony against your
loyalty to the Party. We have known clerks.
poor iellows.who, anxious to see the Era, did
not dare to have it known that they were subscribers! You may not be required in all
cases to think exactly as your superiors, but if
you think differently, uo matter how vital the
subject, no matter thoagh it involve the highestmoral considerations, yru must suppress
your thoughts, and, while free men are taking
sides, where to be passive may be a crime, you
are compelled to be passive. You must sacrifice
your manhood or your bread.

Let the People keep their sons at home.
Washington is no place for young men of talentand energy, unless they come here in the
discharge of the duties of the honorable and
productive callings to which they have been
dedicated.

THE BEGINHIHG.
The supporters of the Lecompton Constitu

tion, backed by Executive influence, are determinedand reckless. The business in which
they are engaged requires despatch, and they
are not to be restrained by the ordinary rules
of fair play or parliamentary law. Tha Committeeon the resolution of Mr. Harris, enjoininga fall inquiry into the circumstances attendingthe formation and adoption of Calhoun's
Constitution, ought to have been so constituted
as to be able to carry out faithfully the will of
the House ; but Mr. Orr, the Speaker, gave the
majority to those members opposed to a full
investigation.ia other words, assumed the responsisilityof defeating the express will of the
Rnnap Ro mi fr uritV* no mnoK nrAntwMw

terpose a diret veto upon its vote, and refuse to
form any committee at all.
The Committee of Inquiry has done nothing,

and, we presume, will do nothing; for a majorityof its members, under the lead of Mr. Stephensof Georgia, has thus far arrested every
project of the minority for a fair examination.
The scheme is, to have the bill reported by Mr.
Green in the Senate, hurried through that body,
sent to the House, and put through there, by
such appliances as carried the Kansas-Nebraska
bill, without the slightest reference to anything
that may be done by the Committee of Inquiry.
The same rude and recklers disregard of appearancescharacterizes the Lecomptocites in

the Senate. It was the understanding that the
Committee on Territories should report on the
subject last Monday, Mr. Douglas, the Chairman,having been delayed in the performance
of his duties, by severe domestic affliction. But,
the majority of the committee reconsidered the
matter, determined to hasten their report, and notifiedJudge Douglas Wednesday of last week
that they would bring it in the next morning. A
correspondent of the TVihunesays."The whole
scheme was concocted with some adroitness,
and included in its programme a one-sided
statement from Caihoun, which has not even

yet been Been by the minority." Mr. Douglas,
not to be forestalled, as seemed to be the purposeof the majority, set to work at once, and,
by writing till three o'clock Thursday morning,
got his report ready, while Messrs. Collamer and
Wade, who had received no notification of the
change of time, were ready, nevertheless, and
all the reports came in at once. So the major-
ity made nothing by their indecent haste.
We cannot find room for these documents.

The report of the majority occupies a whole
page of the Washington Union, and is a dull
resume of what we have heard the
montns ifoui toe auvttsits <ji uecuiugtcn. that
of Judge Douglas occupies more than a page
the New York Tribune, is written with his
characteristic force and clearness, but the materialpoints will doubtless be reproduoed in the
speech which he propoees to make when the
discussion shall have begun, and which we shall
lay before cur readers. The report of Messrs.
Collamer and Wade is concise, and to the
point, reaching the same practical conclusion as

that of Judge Douglas, although by a somewhatdifferent route.

The report of Green, or the majority of the
Committee, ventures no opinion as to the power
of the People to alter their Constitution immediatelyafter the admission of Kansas as a State,
and the bill reported provides fer its admission
under the Lecompton Constitution, without
any qualification. It is given out, however, on

"the highest authority,"' that, when the subject
shall come up, an amendment will be offered
from the Administration side, expressly declaringthat " nothing in the Leccmpton Constitutionshall be construed or held to interfere with
the right of the People to alter, amend, or modify,it at pleasure." On this amendment and
on the eff.ct of Mr. Calhoun's announcement
that he intends to govern himself by the depositionsof the Judges of Election at the DelaawareCrossing.a pledge which, it is hoped,
will satisfy some Douglas Democrats that the
Free State Party is to have the majority of the
Legislature if Kansas be admitted.the Administrationprobably relies for securing the
passage of the bill.
The debate, it is supposed, will open this

week: when it shall close, will depend pretty
mucn on tne convenience ot me opposition partyin the Senate.

STATEMENT BY MB. CALHOUN.

The statement by Mr. Calhoun concerning
the election in Kansas, published a few days
sines in the Union, we reprint in the Era, with
certain explanatory comments by the Intelligencer.We suppose that it is designed, in pact,
to win over to the Administration the more

credulous and less determined members of the
Douglas section, and also to allay the growing
disgust in the Democratic Party at the North.
One thing should be carefully noticed: Mr.

Calhoun makes not the slightest allusion to
the election of State officers. Whether
election turns upon the number of votes at the
Delaware Crossing precinct, or upon other retarnswhich he, as the sole judge, reserves for
his own consideration, he does not inform as.

His statement bears upon the party complexionof the Legislature alone. He received
and opened a return, which he says he believedto be a true one, giving 349 votes at the
Delaware Crossing precinct for the " Democraticticket," bb he styles it, and this secured
a "Democratic" (Pro-81avery) majority on

joint ballot in the Legislature. Bat the judges
of the election at that precinct have sworn
that only forty-three votes were given there.
If this be true, the Free State Party has the
majority in the Legislature. The necessary
papers, proving it to be true, were forwarded to
Washington, and now Mr. Calhoun says :

" If the judges of election at that precinctfurnish to me, as I informed Gov. Denver beforeleaving Kansas, a reliable and sworn
statement that but forty-three votes were polledthere, I should make myself a party to the fraad
if I declined to be governed by the oaths of thejudges."
He adds, subsequently:
" I have written to Governor Denver to procurethe sworn statements of thejudges of thiscontroverted precinct, and to have them takenunder such circumstances as will secure afreeand unbiased exhibition offacts. By the sworn

statements, so procured, I shall be governad in
giving the certificates of election to the mem~

, .
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bers of the Legislature from Leavenworth
coun-w."

UfVler ordinary circumstances, such pledges
mad» by a man, who had not been so prominent
and », ;tive in a movement every stage of which
has l,'»n marked by fraud or trickery, would
be at-:epted as unequivocal. But the opponents
of th^i movement have no faith in Mr. Calhoun.
" Th* Judge* of the election," he says.will
he require the depositions of all three? Ooe
of th>m cannot be found.he has disappeared;
the where may have left before his missive to
Gov<vnor Denver shall reach Kansas. " Under
such ircutustances as will secure a free and
unbi'tsed exhibition of jacts".but of these
uiruv naiauceB, wno is to be the judge7 liov.
Den'jr may be satisfied, bat Mr. Calhoun is
till t, xe sole judge. Why will not the depositions'of the Judges, as already taken, and au.

then seated by Governor Denver, suffice ? For
one, 'vhen the certificates shall have been issued;o a Free State majority, then, and only
then_ shall we be satisfied.

* LYNCH LAW IN KENTUCKY.
Wi have just received a letter from Johu G.

Fee, rf Madison county, Kentucky, dated the
12th inst., giving an account of a gross act of
violence committed on himself and a colporteur,
Mr. J ones, not long since, by a mob of armed
men.r Mr. Fee, while preaching, was dragged
from the pulpit, he and his companion, Mr.
JoniLi, were carried about two miles away, Mr.
Jontij was stripped, and beaten, and threats were
used to force from Mr. Fee a pledge never to
retura to tbat neighborhood. He refused to
give any such pledge, bravely maintained his
right; to preach the gospel wherever he pleased,
and they were at last set at liberty. Both are
citizens of the State, native-born Kentuckiacs.
The tfrhole account we shall give in our next.

POLITICAL SUX1CABY.
T e people of Col. Orr's district, met a few

dayt since, at Craytonville, S. C., and passed
resolutions endorsing his coarse in Congress,
and expressing regret at his determination to
retire from public life at the end of the presentCongress.
The Democrats of the Iowa Legislature, in

caucus, have passed the following resolutions.
The.' are a substitute for the Republican resolutionswhich have passed the Iowa Legislature

" Resolved by the General Assembly oj the
Sta? t of Iowa, That we regard the refasal of
the (yecompton Convention to submit the Constitutionframed by them to the people of Kansassi unwise and unfortunate for the peace of
that * Territory, and we hereby declare that
everf Constitution of a new State, unless otherw-jedeclared by the people themselves,
ougftt to be submitted to the bona fide electors
of tuch Territory, for their approval or rejection.

" Resolved, That our Senators in Congress arehereby instructed, and our Representatives in
thar body requested, to vote against the admission.of Kansas into the Union under the Lecon.pton Constitution, unless said Constitution
sbai receive a majority of all the votes cast
for *nd against it, after a full and free submissionof said Constitution to the people of said
Territory.

Resolved, That we rely upon the enlightened
patriotism and sagacious statesmanship of the
President of the United States, to administer
the Government in conformity with these principles.
* Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requestedto forward a copy of these resolutions

to each of our Senators and Representatives in
Cor gross/'
Vhat will Senator Jones say to such resolufiorit, written and approved unanimously by the

Democrats of the Iowa Legislature?
D !J n. A i

luci ruviueuce jromt a Birong advocate ot
the Lecompton Constitution. in an article efFebruary ID, calls upon General Calhoun to
infu-m the country who are the successful candidateselected on the 4th of January. The
/'<wi believes that nothing Bhort of fraud.
just such fraud as that exposed by Walker in
Johnson and McGee counties.can secure a
con rmation of the election of the Pro Slavery
can idates, and insists "that the people should
be insured by Mr. Calhoun himself that such a
fraid is not to be countenanced."

Juiny of the Lecompton presses are calling
upoc John Calhoun to decide upon the election'returnsin his hands, and issue certificates
to tije Free State or Pro-Slavery claimants. A
correspondent of the St. Louis Republicansay£:
"The returns of the election had to be made

to (General Calhoun, and he invited the Presidentof the Council and the Speaker of theHoi ice of Representatives to be present at the
opening of the returns. They attended, and
the} published the success of the Free Stateticket.
"Ten. C. published nothing, but very soonthos,i claiming to be his friends published theelection of the Democratic ticket, and ever

since we have had it first one way and then
the »ther, without hearing anything from Gen.
Calfipun; and he has left for Washington,willfiut making the result public. |" AH this is seized upon by designing men of
the Tree State party, and paraded about as evi-
den :e of trickery and fraud, and many of theDemocrats are dissatisfied, and think the matter
oug ft to have been made public." tlonest men of all parties want a fair gameplayed, and don't like too much secrecy and
mrQ arv aKnnt T
j-. j ),v.iv>v<» uiancrg. i very mucn

regi--t that the General did not publish the re-ault*>efore he left, as the omission will prejudice-himand as."
A great anti-Lecompton demonstration was

mad; in New York, last Thursday evening. A
grea crowd repaired to the Chinese Assembly
Roo us, and the Hon. George Bancroft took the
char. The following-named gentlemen were,will# their consent, made Vice Presidents:
Geo/ge Douglass; William F. Havemeyer; ]
Johf Emeu; Edward C. West; James A. McMaswtrs,editor of the Freeman1» Journal; A.
C. Ftagg; Oliver De Forest Grant; George B. 1
De sorest; Emanuel G. Massaras, editor of
Cou rier dee Etais Unix; William Harny ;
Malcolm Graham; J. Ottenderfer, editor of
the \$taats Zeitung; Aaron R. Thompson;
Hugti McCutcheon ; Robert G. Dunn.
Sectaries.A. M. Pell, George B. Butler,

Will vim Gale, jr.
Ms Bancroft made a short opening address, jand ux-Secretary Stanton followed in a long .

and ible speech, one hundred thousand copies
of which have been pnblished, and are already
in tKr hands of the people of the country. The
meeting adopted a strong set of resolutions,
condemnatory of the Lecompton Constitution.
We (opy two of the resolutions, which may c

inte»[<*t certain gentlemen this way:
" fiesolved, That our best thanks are doe to

Thotnas L. Harris, of Illinois, and the major- t
ity the House of Representatives, especiallyincluding the true-hearted John B. Haskin,
who, as the grand inquest of the nation, have
give;) the country the hope of a thorough investigationof all affairs relating to the Le- i
com; Aon Constitution, and the frauds connected <
therewith.

vlksotoed, That the immediate representa- Jtivet of this city of New York, Horace F.
Clarx, John Cochrane, John Kelley, William <
B. Klaclay, Daaiel E. Sickles, and Elijah Ward, <

are ftereby requested to oppose the Lecompton '
Constitution, as required by the principles of <

popular sovereignty, by the Cincinnati plat- 1
forsc", by the instructions of President Buchanan <
to Governor Walker, by the authorised prom- <
ises ?f Governor Walker to the people of Kansas,^the fufldamental principle of Democracy,and by the desire of the great majority 1
of t^e voters of this city." !

A case of election fraud occurred in Atchison |
county, Kansas, recently, where a special elec- j
tion-vras held for a member of the lower house <

K

' -f .' - " *
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of the Territorial Legislature, to fill a vacancy
caused by the resignation of the original incumbent.A Democrat, named Badger, was returnedas elected. On investigation, it waa ascertainedthat hia majority over Elliott, Free

Soil, waa entirely made up of a spurious vote

returned as having been ca9t at a place called
Port William. When the polls closed there,
it waa found that the ninety-nine votes cast,
mostly by Misacuriana and minors, were still
insufficient to elect Badger, bo forty-three spuriousvotes were added. All these facts having
been proven before the legislative committee,
Badger was ejected from the seat, and Ellict
declared the lawful incumbent.
The N. Y. Freeman's Journal, a Catholic

inn.n.l ! vnrv aevpre iiDon the
Administration for its coarse upon Kansas. It

says:
"What is the practical difference between

the'Royal Prerogative' claimed by the weak
and tyrannical Stuarts, and the Executive influenceso impudently flaunted in oar faces by
the advocates of the fraudulent Constitution of
the LecomDtonites ? The only difference is,
that this ' Executive influence' is viler in its
nature, more demoralizing, and more potent,
than the 'Royal Prerogative' which lives in
the execration of free men. We have been told,
day by day, by the servants and the seekers of
the Government pelf, that some ten millions of
dollars of'patronage'are to be employed in
buying the votes or the absence of a sufficient
number of the representatives of the people, to
secure the passage of an act deadly to the interestsof the country and to the fundamental
principles of our institutions."

The Hon. T. S. Anderson is an American
member of Congress from Missouri. He goes
with the Administration in Kansas matters, and
is loudly condemned by his constituents for his
conduct. Nearly all the Missouri American
prints are out upon him. The Lagrange American,published in the honorable member's
district, says:

" We know not of a single American in this
district that endorses or approves of the Lecomptonswindle. If there are any, we desire
them to make themselves known through our
/lftlnrMno Via*? orn Anon f/v iKorn flrvi* fKo s1ia_

cussion of the question. As for ourself, we are

ready to discasa the qaestion in all its bearings.
Mr. Anderson has not been authorized to

speak for the American party in this 8tate, and
commit it in favor of a tyrannical Locofoco
Administration. We disclaim anything of the
kind, and a9k it as a favor of the Washington
American, that it will copy this article entire,
and set the American party of Missouri right
before the country, on this question/'
The Hon. Mr. Lovejoy. of Illinois, delivered

an able Anti-Slavery speech in the House, last
week. He waa listened to with much attention,not only by Republicans, but by the
Southern members of the House.

WASHINGTON ITEMS.

The select committee of fifteen, to whom was

referred the President's late message and accompanyingdocuments, held their second meetingon Wednesday last, when Mr. Morrill, of
Vermont,submitted the following resolution:

" Resolved, That, in order to comply with the
order of the House under which this committee
was organized, which required that we should
inquire into all the facts connected with the
formation of the said Lecompton Constitution,
and the laws under which the same was originated,and also whether the same is acceptable
and satisfactory to a majority of the legal voters
of Kansas, the chairman be authorized to have
summoned to appear before the committee the
following-named persons, viz: Gov. Robert J.
Walker, Gen. John Calhoun, Hon. F. P. Stanton,and John D. Henderson, to testify to all
such facts as they have knowledge of, and to
produce all such documents, papers, votes, and
returns, as have anv relation to the flection
of delegates to the Lecompton Constitutional
Convention, or to any election subsequently

iu uie xerniory ol aausao.

The vote upon the resolution was postponed
for one week. Mr. Adrain submitted a resolu-
uon directing an inquiry into the recent census
of Kansas, which was tabled. Another, investigatingthe apportionment of delegates to the
Lecompton Convention, was carried. Another,inquiring into the legality of the election of
the said delegates, was tabled, with two others
directing an examination into the elections
held under the Lecompton Convention, and the
number of votes cast for and against. So the
investigation ordered by the House has bo far
been stifled.

Senator Pugh, of Ohio, writes to the New
York Herald the subjoined letter:
Sir : In the letter of your Washington correspondent,published yesterday, I find this paragraph:
" The Democratic members of the Ohio Legislaturehave written to Senator Pugh, withdrawingall instructions as to how he shall vote

on the Kansas question." i

Justice to the Democratic members of the
Ohio Legislature, as well as to myself, requires .

that I should contradict the statement here
made. I have not received any letter " with- 1
drawing" the instructions to which your correspondentrefers. t

My owa opinion is, that Kausas ought to
be admitted immediately upon the Lecompton
Constitution, with a declaration of the right of
amendment, as therein prescribed, at any time.
The bill which I introduced on the 4th of Januarywas to that effect.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

_
G. E. Pugh.

The Richmond inauguration of Crawford's
statue of Washington, on Monday, was attend
ed by a large concourse of people from all
parts of the Union. Senator Hunter delivered
an eloquent and able oration upon the occasion.

The last English news is of some importance.
The Leviathan is aflriat at last. In Parliament,Mr. Roebuck had made a severe attack
upon Louis Napoleon, which was replied to by
Lord Palmerston.

The Democrats in the Legislature of Ohio
propose to enact a set of u Black Laws " only
second the Illinois code. They impose a heavy
Sue upon every colored man who comes into
3hio, and still further upon every person
vho employs such immigrants. Is this code a

ipecimen of the Democracy of Ohio ?

An immense Anti-Lecomnton meatinc wo*
r O *"""

leld in Columbus, Ohio, on the 20th instant,
desolations were unanimously passed, endors- '

ng Cox and Douglas.
E

Dr. Foote, editor of the Baffalo Commercial £
Advertiser, died in that city last Saturday.
Judge Kane, of Pennsylvania, died on Sun- ^lay evening last, at his Philadelphia residence.

The Pacific Hotel, at St. Louis, bnrned Jo the ground on Saturday last. Several perionswere burned to death, and others injured.
I

A new arrangement of the States of the MexcanRepublic has taken place, under the new ^
Constitution. There are now 26 provinces, 1
smbracing 864,662 equare miles of territory, «
rodhavingan aggregate population of 7,863,395. *
The several capital towns have an aggregate of 1
>93,000 inhaaitants, giving 170,000 to the city t
>f Mexico, 71,000 to Puebla, 63,000 to Onada- t
axara, 49,000 to Ouanaxuato, 40,000 to Meri- <
la, Ac. The northern tier of provinces, from {New Leon to Lower California, have 364,000 <
iquare miles, and 825,000 people, a little over <
.wo to the square mile. <

t
It appears that, by bills already reported in 1

the Virginia House of Delegates, the sum of 1
|8,864,400 is asked for works of internal im- !provexient; besides which, the James River 1
sod Kanawha Company ask to be absolved *
from the payment of the $6,000,000 which it
owes the Commonwealth. c

KANSAS NEWS.

Tue proceedings of the Investigating Com- j
mission at Lawrence continue to attract much
attention.

u On the 4th instant, two of the judges of the
election at the Delaware Crossing precinct
again appeared before the commissioners, and
testified that the returns found in the famous
box, purporting to have been made ont bj
them, are a forgery. The certificates to these
returns are genuine, but are attached to three
hundred and seventy-nine names instead of
forty-three, which the judges have shown to be
the whole vote polled at the election held on
the 4th of January. The forty-first name on
the genuine list is now reoresented as the two
hundred and forty-first. On the genuine poll*book there was one column of names, whereas
on the spurious returns there are two columns,and the figures are on the opposite side of the
names to which they were on the original. The
names are fictitious, with the certificate of the jjudges cut off from the genuine returns and
pasted upon them. Diefendorf, the brother in-
law of Calhoun, testified before the commis-
sioners that these returns were handed to him jby Hendersou in precisely ^his shape. The
census-takers appointed by the Legislature
return thirty-three legal voters at Delaware
Crossing, and fourteen of these are Free State
voters.

" Complaint was made on the 3d instant, beforeJudge Miller, by Joseph L. Spear, Esq.,of Lawrence, and Dr. J. W. Robinson, of Man-
hattan, against John Calhoun, as the basis of a
requisition from Gov. Denver to Mr. Buchanan
for the immediate return of Mr. Calhoun to this
Territory. Gov. Denver refused to sign the re-
quisui&n. ne aaia it would be better to have
these taken before tbe grand jury, and if it
was then decided that Mr. Calhoun had changedthe returns sent to him, or put in fraudulent
ones, he would then sign a requisition upon the
President for the accused. Tbe Free State men
claim that they can prove Mr. Calhoun guiltyof changing returns and making out fraudulent
ones. Warrants have been isoued for Henderson,McLean, and others, who have escapedfrom the Territory."
Tbe frauds at Kickapoo are also being fullydeveloped. We copy from the States the

following, as amongst the most recent testimonyin relation to that precinct:" Mr. Ewing, a son of the Hon. Thomas L.
Ewing, of Ohio, has testified before the investigatingcommissioners, at Lawrence, that he
was at Kickapoo during the day of the election,and remained there until the polls were declaredclosed ; that he voted at that time with the
express purpose of being able to detect the
frauds, should any further ones be attempted ;and that but ttoo other voles were received after
he voted. The returns now show that 443
names were registered after Mr. Ewiug voted.
Of the 552 who voted in advance of him, severalvoted as many as six times under different
names ; but these did not make enough 10 carrythe connty without adding nearly half a
thousand, and then it required 336 traudulent
votes at Delaware Crossing to give a majorityfor the Pro Slavery candidates.

" Mr. Currier, Chief Clerk of the House of
Representatives, corroborates the statement of
Mr. Ewing in regard to several persons votingseveral times in succession at Kickapoo, and of
Mr. Ewing, with himself, having voted just beforethe polls were closed ; and yet upwards of
four hundred names appear on the returns after
these gentlemen's name.-) are recorded."
"But the Delaware Crossiug returns (saysthe Kansas Herald) seemed the most important,

as on these depended the whole question.(loDntinff all the ntha. iVonrla o. l«».l --. . .. .p .. »mv wmv* tiuuug 00 it^CtUC IC"

turns from this district (provided those which
have been Beet iu since the counting were not
included) changed the entire result in both
branches of the Legislature, as weil as the entireState ticket. Rejecting these returis, then
Leavenworth county would elect her eight Free
State Representatives and bve Senators. The
evidence of tvoo of the judges of the election
established that but forty-three votes were poiled
at the election on the 4th ultimo; but here
was the document itself, which, with Calhoun,
was prima facie evidence that all was fair at
that poll. An examination of it showed where
the certificate to the returns was cut off, apparentlywith a pair of scissors, and upwardsof three hundred names were added iu a differenthandtoritiny, to which the certificate was
again attached. With tho disclosures which
are now public in regard to those returns,
even Calhoun dare not take them into considerationin making up his final decision."
The Constitutional Convention bill passed

both branches of the Legislature, February 8.
The election is to be held on the second Tuesdayin March, and the Convention will meet at
Minneola.
The subjoined official expose of the Oxford

fraud is published in the Kansas Journals.
Lawrevoi, February 8, 1858.

The undersigned was appointed by the TerritorialLegislature one ot the commissioners
to take the census of all the white male inhabitantsover twenty-one years of age in the
townships of Oxford and Shawnee, in the countyof Johnson, and, having discharged that duty,has repor ed to the Governor as follows :
Whole number of inhabitants over twentyoneyears of age in Oxford, 42 ; of which onlyfourteen dated their residence prior to April 5,1857.
Whole number of inhabitants over twentyoneyears of age in Shawnee, 115; of which

only forty-eight date their residence prior to
A.pril 5, 1857.
The vote returned from Oxford township at £;he January election was about 750.
The vote returned from Shawnee township ^it the January election was 894.

Charles Mayo, Commissioner. ^
The Topeka Legislature assembled on the

18th inst., when concurrent resolutions were £introduced, setting forth that, as the President j
idvocates the passage through Congress of the s

Lecompton Constitution, Gov. Robinson be t

requested to correspond with the Governors of f
States friendly to the people's Government in
Kansas, soliciting aid in case it should be ne- c
sessary to resist such encroachments upon the i

principles of Republicanism. v

The election at Atchison county on the 8th, £for a member of the Council, to fill the vacancy ,
occasioned by the resignation of Carr, Dem- i
ocratic Congressman, resulted in the choice of
Challiss (Democrat) over Wheeler (Free State) 8

by 250 majority. On the 4th of January, the ^
tame county gave over 100 Free State major- t
ty.
The Kickapoo correspondent of the St. Lou- ii

s Republican says that on the night of the Gtb, L
i party, headed by Charles Lenhard, burnt the £jffice of Mr. Boyd, lawyer, and Mr. Davis, phy- ,
lician, and destroyed all their property. Messrs. «

Boyd, Davis, Kelly, Laughlin, Lynch, ard tl
nany others, had fied to Missouri. Much ex:itementexisted. a

The committee of investigation into the
ilection frauds had discharged Di^fonHnrf
Report says that Governor Denver has issued

v requisition upon the Governors of three c
States for the person of Henderson. h
The Legislature adjourned on the 13th.

Governor Denver had failed to approve of the TConstitutional Convention bill. *
Parties arrived from there say that men u

rere moving about in the vicinity of Fort Scott, "

rat no fights were reported.
The N. Y. Herald's special Kansas corns" ^>ondent says: thu The Pro-Slavery party, who, by the way, wlo not acknowledge that name, but call them- melves the Democratic party, are very much m

ranoyed at this ezhnming of the returns from minder a wood-pile. Some of them' pitch into' 8i,dcLeen pretty strongly. Yesterday, while in
ravelling through the country. I fell io, some w
en miles from here, with a number of the rank p,rad file of the Pro-81avery party; they were

greatly incensed and excited at what they call- ^td the action of their leading men ; they were gc
>pposed to the recent election frauds, to all in
;lection frauds, and said if they oould not get p,
ip a public Democratic mass meetiog, and pass U1
j vote of censure upon such frauds, and upon
he course of some of their leaders, they would _(
eave the party, though there is no other party ^
n Kansas with which they would or could affi- wiate."

Q|Governor Denver has approved of the act in- u
sorporating the Minneola Town Company, D

1
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St. Louis, Feb. 18 .The Kickapoo corresEndentof the Republican reports that a party1 by Charles Leukart, had burned the officesof Lawyer Boyd and Dr. Davis, at that placewho, with others, had fled to Missouri. Mr'Diffendorff had been discharged by the committeeof investigation.
The Legislature has adjourned. i
The Constitutional Convention bill had notbeen approved by the Governor.
Armed bodies were reported in the vicinityof Fort Scott, but there had been no fighting '

St. Louis, Feb. 19..The Kansas correspondentof the Democrat sajs that the TooekaLegislaturereassembled on the 10th. Concnrrrresolutions were introduced, Betting forth that
as the President advocates the passage through
vUllgTCBO U* iiWUilipiOD ^ODStltUtioD^ GovRobinson be requested to correspond with theGovijrnors of the States friendly to the people'sGovernment in Kansas, and soliciting aid incase it should be necessary to resist such encroachmentsupon the principles of republi-canism.

AFFAIRS IN EAN9A8. 1
Lawrence, Feb. 10, 1858.

To the Editor of the National Era:
I scarcely expected, last week, when I wrote

you, that anything would so soon occur as tomake it justihable for me to trouble you withanother letter. \
But the news of the Lecompton Constitutionhaving reached Congress in due form, and thePresident's message urging that the people ofKansas be at once admitted into the Unionunder that instrument, as the best mod# of settlingthe Kansas question, has caused a uni y

'

of feeling amongst all classes of men, which hw
not hitherto existed. All with one voice tmAejitatinglydeclare that, if we are admitted under
that instrument, it being officered by the ProSlaverymen, those unscrupulous aspirants will
at once be elevated to a higher position than
they have sought.
TL. 1- ' * * ' * '

x ub peopie proiesi against being admitted
under the odious thing, even with the power to
kill it at once; but, if that power be taken from
us, the next best thing seems to be to kill tbe
men who have conspired against our liberties.
The President thinks 44 it will give peace!"

that44 the soldiery can then be withdrawn from
Kansas," and" we cansettleourdifficulties incur
our oven way" Well, if the United States forces
are withdrawn, we can settle our difficulties in
our own way; and that way will be a very summaryone.

There has beeu, and still is, a conservative
wing in the Free State party; bot the idea of
a conservative element always presupposes thatthere is something worth conserving. Let theAdministration beware, lest all that is worthlaboring to save be taken from us. The peopleof Kansas have borne long and much; but heretoforethey have not been desperate. Hope has
not entirely gone out. If this last great anchorbe torn from us, and we let go all else, therewill still remain the noble spirit that could defiantlycry in the ears of the British King,44 Give me liberty, or give me death ! "

Under ordinary circumstances, the people ofKansas would not feel themselves justified in
disturbing the peace and quiet of the Territory,from the simple fact that men who did not fairlyrepresent the majority of tbe people are
placed at the head of the Government; but the
circumstances in which we should be placed,
were we to be admitted under the LecomptonConstitution, would be most extraordinary.

First, we had no voice in framing the Constitution; second, we are not permitted to approve
or disapprove of the imstrument, when it wm
claimed to have been submitted ; third, by our
own unaided efforts, (except so far as the Secretaryassisted us, and which we fully appreciate,)
we procured the passage of a law whereby we
were permitted to express our dissent from
not only the provisions of the instrument, but
from everything connected with it, from its incipiencyto its final consummation.
Our dissent was expiessed by an overwhelm

ing majority.
Fourthly and lastly, lest our vote against the

Constitution should uot be heeded by Congress,
we elected the State officers and members ofthe Legislature, with but a portion of cur
strength. Certificates were refueed us, and wehave instituted an investigating committee,who are now in possession of facts that would
satisfy any court on earth that our claim to the
arrivernmnnf m Kcnrt^/1 -» »'
B. >U uvjuuu a question.The men claiming the right to govern us, byvirtue of certificates which it is understood w
be issued to them by John Calhoun, are not
men simply without character, but they arejuilty of crimes which justly exclude them
rom all decent society, and they have consejuentlyfled the Territory, are fugitives fromustice, and have become the companions and:ontidants of their allies in Washington. Theyire guilty of frauds, forgeries, and perjuries, so>alpable, and conspiracies so vile, as to redeemhe damned. There is not a man in the Terriorythat pretends to justify or apologize forhem in the least. Sheriff Jones said to McLean,then he applied to him as to what he shouldlo, " Take the straightest road to Missouri."Vhen he (McLean) applied to Colonel Young,if Lecompton, asking what he should do after
he discovery of the returns under the woodfile,the Colonel said, " Go and tell the court
ou swore to a G- d-d d lie." McLean, it
s said, plead for the Colonel's counsel, but the
inly reply was as above.
The ultra men in Kansas will seize upon thisffort of the President to force it into the Unioninder the Lecompton Constitution as a mauiestdisregard of the popular will.
The advocates of the Kansas-Nebraska billlaimed that the people should be left perfectlyree to manage their affairs in their own way.Jut if the President's Kansas policy, as undertoodhere, is a correct exposition of the docrineof '* non intervention," then I have only

o say that the people here are opposed to nonutervention.
While the people of Kansas were generallyippoaed to the repeal of the Missouri Compro1J

ii.ov, vuo/ wuuju ami oe sauanea with the pro-isions of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, if fairly:arried ont. But a measure which never se
uredthe assent of their judgment can never

rin their conBdence by attempting to carry it
oto effect by force, by fraud, and by tioltntt.
I am still, however, not without hope. As 1

aid to you in my last, it does Beem that when
.11 the recent developments reach Congress in
iue form, they will produce the same effect
here that they have in Kansas.
On Friday of this week, the Territorial Legilaturewill close its session. The Topekalegislature was to have reassembled to-day.)ne of its prominent members is writing in

he room with me, and I have just asked him
f they had a quorum together. He replies,Upon my word, I had not before thought of
be matter." How many others have forgottenhat this was the day for their reassembling, I
m not able to say. H. Heatu.
p e a i.:ii i. j t .'
x yj..xx uui una ptujseu mo ixegiaituurr,

roviding for a Constitutional Convention. Del- J
gates to be elected on the second Tuesday in
larch. Session in April, and election of othersin May, I believe. The Convention will
e composed of one hundred members.
On Saturday of this week, a mass Convention

rill be held in this place. The Territory is
ery generally represented by members of the
sveral Legislatures. A very great deal of in;restwill be felt with reference to the charac>rof the delegates elected to the Constitutional
onvention.
Tfau will be the third effort made to frame
Constitution that shall prove acceptable to

ie people. Some are in favor of readopting
ie Topeka Constitution. I do not think this
ill meet with general favor. Should the
easure be carried, it will be by the same
eans that are resorted to to push certain Adinistrationmeasures through Congress. Potion,salary, and pride, are the capital stock
the Topeka movement. The Legislatureill probably send on a messenger with the

'incipal tacts which the investigating commitehave developed. Probably Mr. Adams, or
I. Ewing, will be that messenger. Mr. Ewing,
long as the Free State party refused to go

ito tne elections, relused to have any particitncywth them; and, accordingly, he
iknown in Kansas until recently. He is, howrer,one of the most able, efficient, and liberal
lung men. The element of a strong party
'e here. They are mingling together, and it

ill be difficult to again separate them. Hely
pon it, it will be a party of Freedom. A

xge portion of the Free State party here have
emocratic proclivities. X


